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Inheriting the Land of Promise

Reasons for Fear

1. The death of Moses – was Joshua capable 
of leading this people?

2. The need to possess the land – were they 
capable of conquering Canaan?

Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of 
the Lord that the Lord spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ 
servant saying,

“Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this 
Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to 
them, to the sons of Israel.

Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have 
given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses.

From the wilderness and this Lebanon, even as far as the 
great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and as 
far as the Great Sea toward the setting of the sun, will be your 
territory.

No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your 
life.  Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not 
fail you or forsake you.

“Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people 
possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give 
them.

Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do 
according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded 
you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may 
have success wherever you go.  

This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but 
you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will 
make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. 
Have I not commanded you? 

Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, 
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, 
“Pass through the midst of the camp and command the people, 
saying, ‘Prepare provisions for yourselves, for within three days 
you are to cross this Jordan, to go in to possess the land which 
the Lord your God is giving you, to possess it.’”

To the Reubenites and to the Gadites and to the half-tribe of 
Manasseh, Joshua said, “Remember the word which Moses the 
servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, ‘The Lord your God 
gives you rest and will give you this land.’ 

Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle shall remain in 
the land which Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but you shall 
cross before your brothers in battle array, all your valiant 
warriors, and shall help them, 

until the Lord gives your brothers rest, as He gives you, and 
they also possess the land which the Lord your God is giving 
them. Then you shall return to your own land, and possess that 
which Moses the servant of the Lord gave you beyond the 
Jordan toward the sunrise.”

They answered Joshua, saying, “All that you have 
commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 

Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you; 
only may the Lord your God be with you as He was with Moses. 

Anyone who rebels against your command and does not 
obey your words in all that you command him, shall be put to 
death; only be strong and courageous.”

Joshua 1:1-18
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“Be Strong & Courageous”

Reasons for Courage

1. The certainty of God’s promise 

• the land was an irrevocable promise that God 
swore to give to Israel

• the land was God’s gift that He was giving to 
the people

“Be Strong & Courageous”

Reasons for Courage

2. The assurance of God’s presence

• “I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake 
you”

• God’s presence is powerful to accomplish His 
promise

“Be Strong & Courageous”

Reasons for Courage

Let your character be free from the love of money, being 
content with what you have; for He Himself said,
“I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU”

so that we may confidently say,
“THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID,
WHAT SHALL MAN DO TO ME?”

Hebrews 13:5-6

“Be Strong & Courageous”

Reasons for Courage

3. The blessing of obedience to God’s Word

• not military strength, not natural ability, but 
faithfulness to God’s word brings “success”

• obedience to God’s word flows out of continual 
meditation on God’s word

“Be Strong & Courageous”

New Covenant Application

� The Great Commission (Matt. 28:18-20)

• our charge is to make disciples of all the nations 
with the power and weapons God supplies

• the promise of Jesus’ unfailing presence with us to 
accomplish His purpose undergirds our courage


